Hey EB, I hope this helps. – Glen 8/6/2010

I am here today for nobody else besides Maelie Jo Brown. Look, I applaud your efforts. You guys have done an incredible job dismantling my efforts to control what in immediate retrospect if this were to not go my way would be the largest failure of myself in my entire life. The irony of that is that I honestly believe that the way things have developed has escalated things that were in a state of control to a state of disbelief and has forced me to start questioning everything. I like to think that I’m a capable person, but you know, maybe I’m not. I like to think that I’m rational, but then again, maybe I’m not. I have thought about everything to the best of my ability and I want to make my perspective clear. In doing so, I believe it is in my best interest to point out the incentives of the interested parties in this room. The judge/jury is looking to determine the truth using all the available information presented, utilizing such things as their judgment to determine the factuality of certain components whereby the parties in disagreement disagree. The plaintiff is employed to take whatever actions necessary to remove children from the custody of parents that have suggested that they are incapable of being a parent, for reasons not limited to but including: reliability, safety, understanding, caring, etc. I’m here in my own self-interests. I’m selfish. I simply want to be the one to provide for my child, Maelie Jo Brown.
So here I am, in a position that has been repeatedly promised to me as an impossibility by mostly everyone who I’ve talked to along the way. You could say I’ve begun to realize what people really mean when they say life isn’t fair. But then again, that’s my perspective. As I mentioned earlier, I reserve the right to be wrong. I frequently am.
I’ve decided to forgo the assistance of a lawyer for a couple of reasons. I realize that you may decide that by doing so, this is an act of carelessness --- and I want to illustrate my reasoning as to why I went without. In terms of time, mine is the least important in the world compared to my child, but considering how many hours I’ve spent debating in my life as well as my general awareness of how things work, I felt that I was more than capable of presenting my case and that in fact, the assistance of an expensive lawyer would deter what is now my number one mission in life: to take care of my child, Maelie. I have a good friend that pointed out to me that I should consider the value-add of a lawyer in these conditions and I had to admit to myself, that seeking outside help would have been more of a additional barrier than a solution. I also feel that by doing this myself, it displays my abilities as a parent to step up to the plate and raise to the challenge, whatever it may be. I figure, the idea here is to assess my capabilities. I might as well show them off a little if I had any. I just feel like it would be weak of me, given my abilities, to hide behind a lawyer whose incentives may not exactly be in line with mine. In school, I learned that it’s best to let the smallest amount of people that can solve the problem, solve the problem. Otherwise, you have organizations experiencing social loafing, and I’m sure that you can relate to various projects you’ve been involved in where there are parties involved that don’t need to be, and the whole thing goes downhill. I just wanted to avoid that. I’m not a fan of backseat drivers.
I want to illustrate a few more incentives of the plaintiff. I believe that it is in their best interest to stay busy. It’s my understanding that it pays the bills. As such, I believe that this may cause them to pursue cases that should otherwise be dropped. Sometimes, in desperation, it is my understanding that people may sometimes dig so deep that some of their information is fundamentally flawed. In fact, the most substantial evidence that the plaintiff has presented has come from a doctor that didn’t even see Maelie. I also want to suggest that my intent in going to Indianapolis instead of the local hospital was to seek the best treatment at any cost for my daughter. At the time, I didn’t know I would be as helpless as I am now. I can’t even spend time with my daughter alone. I feel as if I’ve been stripped of my dignity. But, this is nothing compared to how bad I would feel if I hadn’t sought the best treatment and things would have gotten worse. I just wanted to point out that it is in the best interest of the plaintiff to only show information that makes me out to be the most disgusting, thoughtless person in the world. This of course is regardless of how they actually feel. I hope that when this is over, assuming that I am deemed worthy to take care of my child, that I can get an honest opinion from the plaintiff. I don’t seek an apology, just what their honest, unbiased opinion. I do want to point out that I am incredibly amazed by your abilities to build a case and strategize against me. You made me feel helpless and defenseless. I trust that you provide a great service to the community and wish you success in the future in cases that are reasonable to pursue.
I came into this fairly curious as to what additional accusations or arguments would be brought against me. My sanity and history of depression have been brought into question. Truth be told, I always wanted to be a mom and I always wanted to have a loving husband. Cognitive dissonance illustrates the disconnect that I was experiencing in my life during these points of turmoil. I was in school, in fact, I did really well in high school. In college, however, there were several occasions where I was coming out of relationships or in the middle of what in retrospect were fairly toxic relationships. At these points, I’m sure that you can relate to the empty feeling that you get when you’re going through the motions of being a “good student” and you’re level of uncomfortability with how your actions are not assisting in your mission of becoming a proud mother. Scholastic achievement was never my number one priority. I was always willing to go out of my way to help a sick friend or a family member in need of, well, anything. These things were my number one priorities, and that’s why me being here today is somewhat ironic. I never thought I’d have to defend something that I just take as a given.

Lastly, I just want to conclude, that I know I’m not perfect. I know that I make mistakes. I try to improve. I try to make the best out of things. I’ve never even considered taking harmful actions against those that I love. I honestly hope to God that 1. I make it out of this with my child. 2. That other women who are moderately less capable in terms of illustrating their situation but are equally capable in taking care of their children do not even have to deal with unfortunate circumstances like these as they may end up over their head as I feel, but literally. An axiom is a self-evident truth. Obviously all of mine have been taken into question and it surprises me that I’m even able to formulate logical thoughts as I appear to be doing given the conclusions of the plaintiffs. If I am wrong about all of this, which I may be, I would like to suggest that there are a lot of women out there in West Lafayette alone, not to mention Indiana, not to mention the United States --- that are unfit to raise children. And, I just want to point out, in conditions such as this --- if I am not capable of raising a child, I ask you, who is? With that, I want to thank you for your time. I’m just glad that I had the opportunity to stand up for the person I love the most, Maelie Jo Brown. I’d love to entertain any questions you have or discuss any further accusations.
